
 

 

 

July 27th 2020 

 

Dear Clubs, 

This letter is primarily for clubs with teams playing in the NSG Set year 2 and year 3 competitions on 
Friday nights, though it does apply to ALL time slots. Unfortunately, last Friday was a disaster, with 
many teams having more than 10 spectators in attendance and also many siblings in attendance – 
bringing the numbers well over 10. Both siblings and bench players were playing on adjacent courts 
with no effort by parents/coaches to control them.  Many spectators were not courtside and tried to 
hide from officials. Spectators were also rude and argumentative with officials when asked to move 
to the side of the court with their team. 

To be blunt, we have had enough. Board members are not prepared to give up their Friday nights and 
Saturdays to be argued with and generally abused. We are also very well aware of how many people 
are allowed at Optus Stadium and every other large sporting venue in Perth. Those rules do not apply 
to Netball or WDNA, Netball is NOT football, soccer, rugby or any other sport. It is very obvious that 
some members have forgotten how fortunate they are to be having a netball season at all.  

It is up to you as clubs to make sure your parents actually UNDERSTAND the rules – we have lost 
count of how many people tell us that clubs are not passing the message onto them. Whilst I do not 
believe this is always the case, it is a convenient excuse that we cannot really dispute with them at 
the time. 

Most members have been polite and compliant; however it is going to be the vocal minority that will 
ruin it for all members. There are simply too many members not doing the right thing and just ignoring 
our requests. 

We have heard the news that the introduction of Phase 5 has again been postponed to August 15th. 
We now have to face the fact that we may not reach Phase 5 before the end of the winter netball 
season. 

The Board have agreed to give the spectators one final opportunity to adhere to the rules that are in 
effect for the WDNA competition for 2020. If there is not a substantial improvement in spectator 
behaviour and compliance next week, in particular on Friday at the 5:15pm time slot, then we will 
revert to our previous conditions and reduce the number of people courtside to 4 in total per team. 
Coach, Assistant Coach, Manager, Scorer (or checker). At this stage, these proposed restrictions will 
apply to the Friday night 5:15pm timeslot only, as this is by far the time slot that has been the most 
non-compliant. 

I appreciate that many of our members do not necessarily share Netball’s concerns regarding the 
potential for community spread of COVID-19 and whilst I appreciate the opinions shared with me and 
other Board members, please remember that we are acting under advice from Netball WA and we will 
continue to operate under their guidance and advice for the foreseeable future. We are sticking to a 
reduced and controllable number of spectators who are required to remain physically distant from 
each other whilst they are at the complex (unless they are family members). 

 



 

 

 

 

Please make sure your parents are aware of the following rules – these are NOT negotiable and if they 
are not followed then the Board will have no choice but to reduce the numbers of people allowed into 
the premises. We will reassess this after next weekend’s fixtures. 

1. Entry/Exit – teams need to make more of an effort to meet elsewhere and enter as a team – 
preferably without parents. Because of the requirement to “Get in/Play/Get out”  
we cannot open the gates too early.  We have been opening the gates for the timeslots as 
soon as we can see the complex is clear but there is no physical distancing happening at the 
gates at all. This needs to change. Clubs – you need to work with your coaches to organise an 
alternative meeting place. We are using the timing recommended to us by Netball WA. 

Entry gates (Gate 2 and 5) will be closed 5-10 minutes after the start of the game. We do not 
have the volunteer manpower to keep someone on these gates. 

If someone is late – they CANNOT enter through the exit gate. They will need to contact the 
office 9409 9950 or call someone at the courts who can then alert the match office.  Players 
who require strapping may enter earlier but must phone us to gain entry. 

Exit gates (Gate 4 and 6) are just that – for exiting only. These are not locked for safety reasons 
but the chain is pulled across and volunteers now man these to make sure no one enters 
through the exit gate. 

2. Pre-Game Set Up – Each team MUST wipe down/disinfect one of the two goal post pads  
 prior to the start of the game. Each team is to set up on one side of the court – so that the  
 two teams are on opposite sides of the court.  If a team is supplying a score checker than  
 that person is to set up with the scorer. 

 The usual NSG (Set) rules allow for two coaches on opposite sides of the court. During these 
 COVID-19 circumstances, this rule is no longer applicable and all coaches for the team must  
 remain on the same side of the court. 

3. Spectator positioning – No one is permitted on the goal lines – this includes people wanting  
 to chat to spectators watching from the other side of the fence. No one is permitted to sit on  
 limestone walls – you must be on the same sideline as your team.  With only 10 spectators  
 in total (excluding the team bench) there is plenty of room to be physically distant. 

4. Siblings – far too many members are flouting the siblings being included in the count of 10. If 
a sibling is present, they MUST remain courtside and not be playing on the grassed 
area/playground or adjacent courts. Infants and toddlers in prams do not count in the 10 – all 
other siblings do. We lost count of how many siblings we returned to their parents on Friday 
night – with mostly a look of disdain from their parents. 

 
5. Team Bench – players can warm up on direction from the team Manager or coach. These  
 players should not be mucking around on adjacent courts shooting goals with their parents 
 and others. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
The Board very much appreciates the support and comments we have received from many clubs and 
would like to thank those people who have made the effort to personally seek us out with their 
message of support. We understand that the Club’s Committee is understanding and supportive 
however our message is not getting through to your members/parents/spectators. We sincerely thank 
you for the brilliant volunteers you have provided – many of them have also commented on the 
attitude of some members and expressed their surprise and disappointment at their actions. 
 
We regret having to consider taking these proposed actions, but we cannot allow the hard work that 
has been done to be placed at risk.  I have discussed these actions with Netball WA and they are in 
total agreement. We all want Netball to continue in this state and to date Netball has done a great job 
and set a good example in the community.  
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Yvette Thomson 
President 
 


